
Questions for Judges
How did you become a judge?

Are California judges appointed or elected?  How does the system work?
 
What kinds of cases or disputes are brought to your courtroom?

What kinds of decisions do you have to make?  What is a very difficult decision you have made?

What kinds of judges make what kinds of decisions?

Besides being in charge of a courtroom, what other jobs or responsibilities does a judge have?

Can a person lose his or her position as a judge?  What would be some of the reasons for this?

Are there any laws that a judge can enforce on his or her own?

As a judge, can you decide what takes place in your courtroom?
Are there any laws which govern what goes on in your courtroom?  If so, who made those laws?   

Are there any state laws which a judge must follow?

Are there any federal laws which a judge must follow?

Why do some cases have a jury to decide them and some have the judge only?

Can a judge exclude a person from serving on a jury?  Why would that be necessary?

Is there anyone who can overrule the decisions you make in your courtroom?

Can a judge tell a lawyer that he is taking too much time in questioning a witness?

Can you explain “family court”?  What kinds of cases are brought to family court?

In family court, when can a child have his or her own lawyer?

Are children and adults accused of a crime treated the same in court?

Are there different rules governing juvenile court compared to “adult” court?


